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TAGS:PBOR, MX 

SUBJECT: TIJUANA SANITATION PROBLEM 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT TO FOREIGN OFFICE AS 
SOON AS PRACTICABLE FIRST PERSON NOTE ALONG THE LINES 
SUGGESTED BELOW. US COMMISSIONER FRIEDKIN ADDRESSED 
SIMILAR MESSAGE TO MEXICAN COMMISSIONER MAY 17. 

2. MY GOVERNMENT HAS INSTRUCTED ME TO BRING TO YOUR 
ATTENTION AN URGENT SANITATION PROBLEM THAT THREATENS 
HEALTH AND PUBLIC WELFARE ON THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER AT 
TIJUANA, BAJA CALIFORNIA. AND SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. I 
ENCLOSE A MEMORANDUM WHICH DESCRIBES IN SOME DETAIL THE 
PRESENT THREAT, SUGGESTS MEANS OF SOLUTION, AND OUTLINES 
A POSSIBLE PROGRAM TO AVERT RECURRENCE OF SUCH A PROBLEM 
IN THE FUTURE. 
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3. ACCORDING TO THE MEMORANDUM, THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE MAINTENANCE OF THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM FOR TIJUANA 
HAVE NOT KEPT ESSENTIAL PUMPS IN REPAIR, AND THEREFORE 

HAVE OVERLOADED AN EMERGENCY CONNECTION WITH THE SAN DIEGO 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM. THE SAN DIEGO SYSTEM IS IN TURN 
OVERLOADED AND CANNOT ADEQUATELY PERFORM THE SERVICE FOR 
WHICH IT WAS DESIGNED. UNLESS THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO 
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TAKES IMMEDIATE AND EFFECTIVE MEASURES, RAW SEWAGE WILL 
FLOW ON THE SURFACE IN TIJUANA AND CROSS ON THE SURFACE 
INTO THE UNITED STATES. CERTAINLY NEITHER OF OUR GOVERN- 
MENTS WOULD WANT TO PERMIT SUCH AN EVENT TO OCCUR. 

4. YOUR EXCELLENCY WILL RECALL THAT IN ARTICLE 3 OF THE 
1944 WATER TREATY OUR GOVERNMENTS HAVE PROMISED TO GIVE 
PREFERENTIAL ATTENTION TO BORDER SANITATION PROBLEMS. I 
HOPE YOUR EXCELLENCY WILL BE ABLE TO INFORM ME SHORTLY, 

SO THAT I CAN REASSURE THE AUTHORITIES OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA. OF THE MEASURES THAT WILL BE TAKEN OPPORTUNELY 
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO TO PREVENT A SERIOUS HEALTH 
HAZARD AND NUISANCE FROM DEVELOPING ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
BORDER IN THE VICINITY OF TIJUANA. 

5. PROPOSED MEMORANDUM WAS SENT AIRMATL TO HOWARD 
MAY 27. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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